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monuments. He visited all the quarters of Cairo with
its famous mosques, institutions and monuments. He
then visited the provinces of lower Egypt from north to
south, and of upper Egypt to its farther end, and saw all
the ancient Egyptian monuments. He was introduced
to the Sultan of Egypt, Al-Nasir ibn Qalaun, and its
princes, scholars and judges. He describes in detail its
progress, civilization, the Nile, the pyramids and the
aspects of social life. He then travelled by the desert
route, alongside the Red Sea, and reached Palestine by
the Sinai route and visited Jerusalem and its ancient
monuments both Muslim and Christian. He then
went north, alongside the sea, crossing Syria till
Aleppo and came in contact, in all his travels, with
princes, nobles and scholars, and saw all the famous
mosques, monuments and institutions. He then went
south to Damascus and was dazzled by its beauty,
and spent some time there, and described in detail its
Omayyad mosques, bazaars, gardens, institutions and
inhabitants.
It was here that Ibn Batuta determined to put in
force the object for which he had left his country,
that is to say, to perform the pilgrimage. He left
Damascus with the pilgrims' caravan and crossed the
ordinary route till he reached Medina and visited the
Bait-ul-Haram and pther sacred monuments. He then
went to Mecca where he accomplished the rites of the
pilgrimage and visited the Holy Kaaba, the Masjid-
al-Haram and the tombs of the Prophet's Companions.
He devotes a long chapter of his book to the descrip-
tion of the holy land and the sacred monuments and
all rit^s, and records legends connected with them, as
well as the societies of Mecca and Medina and their
topography, institutions and markets. His style in
that part of the, book shows his reverence, respect,
enthusiasm, or rather his profound faith and piety.
But the explorer never thought of returning home
after realizing his desire which, as he says in his book